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___________________________________________________ 

Your Chance to help YOUR Branch 
 

The Branch AGM will soon be taking place in March. 

 

Jean Ingham has decided to retire as Acting Chairman. 

We now urgently need a Chairman. 

Jean will be willing to give you all the help you need if you would 

like to help. 

 

We also need a Vice Chairman and members for the Committee. 

 

Looking back over the last 10 years something like 23 people 

have been left to run the Branch, but over the last few years it 

has been left to 10 or 12 people to keep the Branch running, 

which is a bit disappointing considering we have a Branch 

membership of about 150 and a monthly attendance at meetings 

of about 50 members. 

 

The qualifications for being on the Committee are simple – all you 

need is enthusiasm and ideas. 

 

The Committee meets 4 times a year and all posts are for a two 

year term. 

 

Please take this opportunity to join our excellent committee and 

have the satisfaction of helping to run the Branch. 

 

Arnold G Slater – Branch Secretary 
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OBITUARY      Pat Turner 

 
We are extremely sorry to hear that Pat Turner died on New 

Year’s Day.  Pat had been a member of our Branch for quite a 

long time and really enjoyed coming to the meetings with her 

friend, Alison.  We shall all miss her a lot.  She had no immediate 

family but we send our condolences and sympathy to all her 

friends.  

 

 

RESIGNATION 

 

We are very sorry that John Lustig has decided to resign from our 

committee.  John has been a very valuable and supportive 

member for the last six years and we thank him for all his help 

throughout that time.  

 

 
Amendment to Page 375 of They Are Not Forgotten by Fred Stringer. 
  

If you have a copy of his book, please note that the biographical 
details for Private Arthur SPEAK are incorrect and should read as follows :- 

  
Arthur SPEAK was born in Burnley in 1882, the son of David 

SPEAK and Alice RILEY who were married at All Saints, Habergham 
Eaves in 1860.  Arthur married Ann Ellen AINSWORTH in 1905 at St 
Phillip's, Nelson, and they had three children, Alice (1906), Harry Riley 
(1911), and Doris (1917).  He died of malaria, aged 36, and NOT 19 as 
stated in the book (there is NO age given on the CWGC website).  All other 
details are correct. 

  
Unfortunately, Mr Stringer looked on the 1911 Census for Arthur's 

details, but picked the wrong person, for which he offers his sincere 
apologies.  The error was realised when I checked the details on the 
memorial silk ribbon, which was donated to the branch, against Arthur 
SPEAK'S entry on the CWGC website. 

 
If anybody is related to this family and would like to claim the 

memorial ribbon, please let me have proof of relationship and I will be 
happy to pass it on. 

  
Margaret Heap 
Branch Librarian   
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We Adopted Two Babies 

 

Submitted anonymously   (All names are fictitious) 
 

 We were married in 1958. A short time afterwards we decided to 

start a family. We were not having any success, and as tests 

proved that starting a family would be unlikely, we began 

thinking about adoption.  Good friends of ours who were in a 

similar situation – and about six months ahead - gave us 

invaluable advice on contacting adoption societies. 

    

  Adoption societies in those days were organized by the church - 

the Catholic Church, the Church of England, and the 

Nonconformists. My wife was a member of the Congregational 

church, (I was Church of England) and it was decided to write to 

the Congregational Society. A few days later they replied saying 

they would send someone to see us. When they arrived we 

explained that we wanted to adopt a six week old baby boy and, 

a few years later, a six week old baby girl. 

    

  Various questions were asked, it was obvious we were in a 

stable relationship as were both our parents. The house that we 

were living in had only two bedrooms, but we explained that if we 

were able to adopt a baby girl we would divide the large 

bedroom. Having satisfied all their requirements it was just a 

matter of waiting for them to find us a suitable baby boy. 

 

   Towards the end of December 1961 the important letter arrived 

from the Adoption Society. Could we please contact them, 

because in a few days they would have a baby boy for us. In 

those days every thing was done by letter, few families owned a 

phone. 

 

   The day arrived, and my parents, who owned a car, agreed to 

take us.  Arriving at the appointed time we were shown into a 

room, and a few minutes later one of the staff came in with a 

baby. We said thank you very much and within half an hour we 

were heading for home with our new baby son. In those days it 

was that simple and straightforward. 

 

   Being almost Christmas when we collected Roger it was to say 

the least, a shambles.  A few days previously I had arranged to 
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take one day off work to pick up a baby - that was a new reason 

no one had used before - and my wife had to hand in her notice. 

Cot, pram, bedding, nappies, clothing to buy, we were running 

around in a panic.  

 

   From the day the change-over took place, there was a three 

month wait until the adoption was finalized, during which both 

parties could change their mind. It was a worrying three months. 

After this there was an appointment in court. To be honest I can 

remember little of the proceedings. Papers to sign, new birth 

certificate to be made out, with the baby’s new name, new 

parents’ names, and the date of birth. 

 

  We knew Roger’s full name, the name of his mother, the area of 

the town he was born in, but nothing else, no information about 

the father. The day we collected him he was dressed in a vest 

and a nappy, wrapped in a blanket, with a spare nappy - nothing 

else. I may be wrong, but he did not look like a child who was 

wanted.  

 

 The adoption of Colette, in 1964, was a repeat of the adoption of 

Roger, except that we were now more organized. Colette’s story 

was very different. At the time she was born, her mother was in a 

relationship, they were both only sixteen years of age. To keep 

the baby would have hindered their education, and probably after 

a lot of pressure from both their parents they decided to have her 

adopted. On the day of the adoption Colette was fully dressed 

and had been provided with a bag of baby clothes. My parents, 

who were waiting in the car, saw a young girl weeping profusely, 

leave the building accompanied by her mother.  

 

   Some weeks after we had been to court to finalise Colette’s 

adoption we received a letter from the adoption society, an 

unusual request, could we send them some photos of the baby to 

send on to the mother. I carefully took a dozen B/W pictures and 

posted them off. 

 

    There things rested for many years, but on Colette’s birthdays 

and at Christmas my wife and I often wondered how Colette’s 

mother was getting on. Eventually, after some detective work, we 

managed to discover the address of Joyce, the grandmother, and 

asked Colette if she would like to contact her true mother - no 

pressure; it was entirely up to her. I must add at this point what 
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we were doing was risky. The daughter of the friends I mentioned 

earlier met her true mother and it caused a lot of friction.  

 

Colette’s husband wrote to Joyce, who hesitated for a few days – 

what should she do? But in the end the letter was passed to 

Angela, her daughter. An overjoyed Angela wrote back to Colette. 

Thus started a firm friendship, they address her and her family by 

their Christian names. We have met them a few times; Colette, 

Angela and both families meet up a few times a year, and we all 

exchange Christmas cards. 

 

    The young couple survived the adoption of their baby in 1964, 

were married a few years later, and had Louise a baby girl in 

1972, who is now herself married, but that is another story. 

 

At the time of writing this, Roger is living abroad with his 

girlfriend and Colette has now been married for some years.  

Some time ago I came across a beautiful poem, which perfectly 

sums up how we feel about our son and daughter. 

 

Not flesh of my flesh 

Nor bone of my bone 

But still miraculous, my own 

Never forget for a single minute 

You didn’t grow under my heart, but in it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARCHIVES NEWS 

 

A number of Archives are reporting revised opening times, some 

to due to refurbishment and others due to the restrictions on 

finances.  If you intend to visit any of these Archives you are 

advised to check the opening times and availability of the 

collections before arranging a visit. 
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Talbot Library in Preston  

The Bishop of Lancaster decided that the Talbot Library in Preston, which 

has been a much-prized repository of Roman Catholic literature and 

artefacts for more than 20 years, should close on December 31st 2013. 

The loss will be greatly felt by many people researching Catholic history 

and by students from the nearby University of Central Lancashire. It also 

has a significant collection of Irish material. 

 

 

-----ooO0Ooo----- 

 

 

Open Day 2014 

It was decided at the last Committee Meeting that the open day 

this year will be at Colne Library.  Date and time to be decided. 

 

 

 

-----ooO0Ooo----- 

 

 

   

Branch Contacts: 

Family History Queries 

Jean Ingham email: enquiry@lfhhs-pendleandburnley.org.uk   

Secretary 

Arnold Slater email: secretary@lfhhs-pendleandburnley.org.uk 

Gazette Editor 

Arnold Slater email: editor@lfhhs-pendleandburnley.org.uk  

Branch Website 

www.lfhhs-pendleandburnley.org.uk 

 
 
MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 

 

A reminder that subscriptions were due on the 1st of 

January.  

Ordinary £14, Pensioner/Student £12, Family £15, Overseas £16 
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DROP-IN FAMILY HISTORY HELP SESSIONS 

 

will be held at Colne Library on the following dates: 

 

February 26th 

March 26th 

10 am to 12 noon 

 

Volunteers welcome 

 

 

-----ooO0Ooo----- 

 

 
GAZETTE – Editor – Arnold Slater 

 

 Articles are always welcome, I will try and fit them in as 

soon as possible.   

The Gazette is published four times a year, January, April, July 

and October and is available to read on our website in HTML or 

.PDF format.  Please let me know if you require notifying by email 

when the Gazette is available online. 

 

Articles for the April Gazette by the end of March please. 

 

Please send articles to Editor at lfhhs-pendleandburnley.org.uk or 

by post to the Editor, 

c/o 6 Sussex Street, Barnoldswick, Lancashire  BB18 5DS 

 
 

 

-----ooO0Ooo----- 

 

 
 

OUT VISITS 

 

After our two successful visits last year we are now 

needing ideas of where to go this year. 

 

Suggestions please to any committee member. 
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2014 PROGRAMME 

 

29th Jan  Practical Evening 

 

19th Feb ‘Clock making in the Yorkshire Dales’ 

 Derek Clabburn 

 

19th Mar A.G.M. and Practical Workshop 

 

16th Apr ‘Petres and the Dunkenhalgh’   Les Hardy 

 

30th Apr Practical Workshop 

 

21st May  Out Visit  

 

18th June  ‘The Life of L.S. Lowry, artist’   Pat Osborne 

 

July ??  Practical Evening? / Open Evening  

 

20th Aug ‘Beatrix Potter’ (part one)   Margaret Curry 

 

17th Sept ‘When Cotton came to Lancashire’  Paul Cross 

 

15th Oct ‘The Artefacts of Superstition’  

 (Lancs and W. Yorks)   Peter Watson  

 

29th Oct Practical Evening  

 

19th Nov ‘For King and Country’   Steve Williams 

 

3rd Dec  Christmas Festivities  (By ticket only) 

 Short talks by  members showing, and talking 

about, their family heirlooms. 

 

Printed copies of the programme are available. 

 

Please note that the date of the Practical Workshop has 

been changed from 28th May to 30th April.   

 

The December meeting is on the 3rd December, not the 4th 

and will be at the library.   
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QUERY CORNER 
 

Replies unless otherwise stated to: 

Jean Ingham at enquiry@lfhhs-pendleandburnley.org.uk 

 

NUTTER FAMILY 

Cliff writes from Australia.  
"My great grandfather was Samuel NUTTER, born in Nelson 
Lancashire in 1892 and emigrated to Australia in 1910. His branch of 
the Nutter ancestry included Harry (Henry) NUTTER who set up 
Nutter’s Mineral Water Works in Moseley Street, Nelson. Henry 
married Sarah Anne DUCKWORTH and had nine children including 
Job NUTTER.  
Job Nutter married Mary Elizabeth SMITH in 1898 and had five 
children; Henry, Albert, Charley, Ivy and Christina. However Mary 
appears to have brought seven children to the marriage; Samuel, 
Rosina, Sarah, Joseph, Violet, Olive and Ruby. All of these seven 
children are listed as Smiths. Rosina married Walter COCKETT Snr 
and they had a fruiterer’s shop at 71 Pendle Street Nelson for many 
years. Rosina emigrated to Australia with her son and family in 
1948. Are you descended from this family?.  
Similarly we would be pleased to have contact with anyone from the 
SMITH, NUTTER, BRASSINGTON, EDELSTONE, HARDMAN, 
NUTTALL, HILL, GREEN, etc families, who have knowledge of our 
family history" 
 
 

Replies to Query Corner 
 
We have recently received replies to the KNOWLES photograph in 
St. Anne’s Church, Fence and also the RUTH’s Ices query.   
 

 

Watch this space – somebody may be researching the 

same family as you are.! 
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A Morse Mystery - by Rod and Diana Moorhouse 

 

Diana’s maternal Grandfather worked as a weaver in 

Nelson but as a young man he managed to advance his education 

and became a cotton cloth buyer. By about 1913 he had become 

an independent cotton cloth merchant with premises in 

Manchester and had moved his wife and baby to the seaside in 

Southport. As the family grew they moved into a spacious brick 

built house quite close to the promenade and the beach and 

continued to prosper for many years into the 1920’s 

Among our collection of 

family photographs there 

are a few taken when 

Diana’s mother was 

about seven or eight 

years old; she was the 

oldest child of the family, 

born in 1913. One 

occasion appears to be a 

drive out into the 

Derbyshire hills – in the 

photo on the left the 

famous ‘Cat and Fiddle’ inn can be seen in the background. In 

front of the inn is a large car with a ‘British’ bus parked behind it. 

The route is written down the side of the bus which announces, 

‘Cheadle, Alderly, Macclesfield, Cat & Fiddle, Buxton’. The bonnet 

of the bus has been raised, presumably to cool the engine after 

the long haul uphill from Buxton. Diana’s mother and her sister 

are running towards the camera while their mother and a baby 

sister remain seated in the back of the car.  

 Another photograph shows 

the car parked at the 

roadside with the girls 

standing in the background. 

The car appears to be a 

luxury vehicle designed and 

well equipped for long 

journeys. 

Its number plate can be 

seen clearly. FY 2343 

indicates that it was 

registered in Southport, but 

who was the manufacturer 
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of this car? A blown up image of the radiator confirms that it is 

not a Rolls Royce or a Bentley but it does have a distinctive 

shape.  

A cousin had once suggested that the car was a ‘Moors’ or 

a ‘Morse’. A search online produced a ‘Morse’ car built by the 

Easton Machine Company in Massachusetts, U.S.A. at about the 

right period.  An illustration showed a vehicle with a very similar 

outline to ours – but not quite the same details.  The next 

thought was to write a letter to DVLC, Swansea quoting the 

registration number and requesting information about the 

manufacturer of the car. In reply DVLC stated that they had a 

duty to protect the privacy of individuals when releasing 

information held on computer records in accordance with the data 

protection Act 1998. The reason for our request had been 

carefully evaluated and under the circumstances outlined they 

were unable to provide any information.  

Then the light finally dawned and we sent a letter with a 

similar request to the National Motor Museum at Beaulieu. Within 

a few days we received a reply from Mr Collins, a Research and 

Enquiries Officer. Part of his letter said:- 

“Thank you for your recent enquiry and accompanying 

photographs. Having had a look at the images I have to say the 

car is not a Morse. It is in fact a Mors! 

Mors was a French manufacturer active from 1895 to 1925. Mors 

had various distributors in Britain including Edgar Harding of 243, 

Deansgate Manchester, who was the sole agent for Lancashire 

and Cheshire. The FY registration prefix seen on the car would 

have been issued in Southport so Harding may well have been 

the supplier.............”  

In our reply to this letter we made the following 

comment:- 

“What is particularly interesting is the location of the main dealer 

for the North West in Deansgate, Manchester. Grandfather’s 

Manchester office was in King’s Street, close to Deansgate. It is 

satisfying to imagine him walking down Deansgate, perhaps to 

catch his train home and pausing to admire a brand new Mors 

motorcar in the showroom of Edgar Harding!”  
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According to the website, ‘The Historic Price of 

Concertinas’ the cost of this vehicle, without a body, would now 

be around £32,000. With a body fitted this   could be as much as 

£50,000, the cost of a modern BMW or Mercedes perhaps.  

If in fact Grandfather and grandmother owned this car then its 

value is a measure of the rapid change in status and wealth which 

occurred during their early married life. Sadly, this would all come 

to end a few years later during the cotton crash! 

We hope that the research process described in this article 

will be of general interest to readers. Our thanks to Mr Collins 

who was very helpful in finding the manufacturer and sending 

illustrated extracts from archived motoring magazines. There was 

no fee involved in our enquiry but a small donation and copies of 

some of our photographs were gratefully accepted by the 

Museum. 

http://www.concertina.com/calculator/index.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

Change of address 

Would you please ensure that the Secretary is informed of any 

change of address – including email address 

 


